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JO Y former Diſcourſe endeayour'd to eſtabliſh 
the Truth of that Great Miracle, the Re- 
= ſurrection of Feſus, and in purſuance of 
chat Deſign I thew'd it to be Abſolutely 
/- © Impoſſible that the A poſtles ſhould be De- 
ceived, and Morally Impoſſible that they ſhould in- 
tend to Deceive Mankind: The Proots of theſe two 
Particulars were Then laid before the Reader in fo 


Short and yet ſo Plain a manner, that (as I am encou- 


rag'd to hope by better Judges than my ſelf) they a- 


mount to no leſs than a full Demonſtration of the Fact 
in Queſtion. * | | | 
In that ſmall Treatiſe it was npt attempted to clear 
the Apoſiles from the Charge of Enthaficſm, becauſe 
| what was There ſaid, when laid together, ſeem'd a full 
Vindication of them in this Particular; but ſince thoſe 
who have got a Plauſible Word on their fide, are fond 
of making the Moſt of it, and afte& to range the A- 
poſtles under a third Claſs, that of Entbufiaſts, I ſhall 
follow them into this Covert, and try to force them 
out of it, by ſhewing o_ effecxually all Suſpicion of 
„ | | ks En- 
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1 jb, MiFacizsof 
Enthufiafm has been remoyed from them, by what hag 
been already Proy'd on the Article of eie Reſur- 


Ent buflaſmn in its only Proper Senſe (when apply'd 
to Teachers) is the aſſerting ſomething for Truth up- 
on a Strong but falſe Imagination of being Divinely 
Inſpir'd: Lon ſee then that the Subject, whereon the 
warm Brain of the Entbu ſiaſt diſplays it ſelf, is Opi- 
nion and Doctrine only; but the Point in Queſtion 
between Us was a Fact, viz. the Reſurrection of e- 
us, in which (as then appear'd) it is Abſolutely Im- 
poſſible that they ſhould have been Deceived, they 
having ſuch Proofs of it, as the Scriptures call, and I 
ſhew'd to be, Infallible ones. It muſt be obſerv'd that 
the Evidence, which They had of Jeſus's being Alive 
again, was Senſible Evidence, Frequently repeated, 
and made Good to more of their Senſes than One ; 
and that the Gift of Tongues, which was the Divine 
Power within them, was only a Confirmation of the 
Goodneſs of this Evidence: They did not reaſon,as the 
Enthufiaft does; This I teach for Truth of Doctrine, 
becauſe I am Divinely Inſpir d; but, This I teach for 

Truth of Fact, becauſe I was Eye-witneſs to it, and 
felt and handled it; and that my Senſes did not De- 

ceive me in that Qutward Object I am ſure, becauſe 
I feel within me the Accompliſhment of that Promiſe, 

which Feſus made me Aiter his Reſurtection. 

q Or take Enthuſiaſm in its leſs. Proper Senſe, and 
. underſtand by it no more than a Man's being more 
ſtrongly perſuaded of the Truth of any Thing than he 
has Reaſon for: And extend it (if you pleafe) to Facts 

as well as Opinions; nay (rather than not allow it 
room enough to range in) ſuppoſe it to be an Odd 
and Extravagant Mixture of being Deceived and De- 
ceiving too; Yet the Apoſtles are Saſe, and their Te- 

ſtimony concerning Fr: 1's Reſurrection can never be 

charged with any tlie leaſt Suſpicion of Enthuſiaſin: 

For my Diſcourſe (if it Prov'd any thing) Prov d that 

the Foundation, on which they built their Strong Per- 
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flon, was ſuch as could cafily ſupport the whole 
| 2 75 of the Superſtructure: 1. was e's, that the 
Fact which they aſſerted for True, was not aſſerted up- 
on the Force of 
only, but upon Senſible Evidence, of the Strongeſt 
kind; ſuch as would have been in all Reſpects Suffi- 


cient, tho? Alone, but yet ſuch as was (beyond any o- 
ther Fact that ever happen'd) ſtrengthen'd | and con- 


7 
- 


thing in Nature is Certain) This muſt be ſo, that ſuch 
as are prov'd not to have been Deceiv'd or Deceivers, 
cannot come under the Cenſure of that which is 
thought a Mixture of both. Two Subſtances blended 


together don't conſtitute. a third of a Diſtin& Sort, 


firm'd by a Divine Power within them: And (if any 


however it may have a Diſtin& Name: And a Man 


would deſire no better Proof that there was no Punch 
in the Glaſs before him, than to have it prov'd, that 
none of the ſeveral Ingredients which compoſe that 
Liquor, were to be found there. 2 
So that, notwithſtanding this Charge of Enthuſiaſm, 
it muſt be allow'd that the Teſtimony of the Apoſtles 
is True, when they tell us that Jeſus Roſe from the 
Dead on the Third Day, as he had foretold. - | 


. 
0 * 


If this Point therefore be gain'd (and till I can ſee 


ſomething Material ofler d againſt it, I may preſume 
it to be gain'd), I have laid ſo ſtrong a Foundation, 


that no Exceptions to any of the Miracles, which Fe- 
ſus wrought in his Life-time, can be of Weight and 
Force enough to make a Reaſonable and Unprejudic'd 


Perſon disbelieve them: For if Feſus wrought the 
Greateſt of all Miracles in Raiſing himſelf from the 
Dead, a thing ſo plainly beyond all the Powers of Na- 
ture, a thing . ſo ſeemingly Impoſſible, a thing which 


not only no Human Art could effect, but no Human 


Wiſdom could foreſee, can there be any Shadow cf 'a 
Reaſon, to doubt whether He wrought thoſe Other 
Miracles, which have ſuch viſibly. l:fs Difficulties in 
them, and againſt which the very beſt Exceptions 


| maſt be meer Trifles in compariſon of the Former > If 


before 


a Suppos d or a Real Divine Impulſe 
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6 The MinacrLes T | 
before his Death he had plaid the part of a Cheat and 
an Impoſtor, is it Conceivable that God would have 
permitted him to Riſe from the Grave ; eſpecially 
when in Proot of his Miſſion from God, and of his 
working Real Miracles, he appeaF”d in his Life-time ll 
to this Great future Event, and plac'd his whole Cha- 
rafter upon this Reſurrection? Or can we imagine 
that his Diſciples, who had ſuch Strong, Senſible, Ill 1 
Inward Evidence for the Reality of his having been 
Alive again, could have any Temptation to forge O- 
ther Miracles, and aſcribe Actions to him which he 
never perform'd? Was it not Probable, was it not at 
Jcaſt Poſſible, that they ſhould be Detected in the 
Falſchood of Things, many of which they report him 
2 

a 


to have done in the moſt Publick manner, and before 
Numbers not only of his Followers but of his Ene- 
mies? And would not the Diſcovery of any One Mi- 
racle falſely aſcrib'd to their Maſter have been ap In- 
vincible Prejudice againſt the True Miracle, which 
they witneſs'd to, and built their whole Scheme {pon ? 
The Reſurrection, Alone, was a Convincing Proof 
that he came from God ; and a Hundred True Mira- 
ö cles could not poſſibly have Added ſo much Weight 
| to the Proof of it, as one Falſe one, Detected, would 
| certainly have taken from it. So that what room was 
{ there for Forgery, when the Only Method that the 
| | Apoſtles could uſe to gain Credit to the Reſurrection 
| which they were ſure of, was never to Pore any 
; thing of Jeſus which they Knew to be Falſe, or were 
3 ide de True? © — | \ 
Here then is not only a Reaſonable Preſumption 
but a Strong Conſequence in favour of all the Mira- 
| cles which are attributed to Feſus in the Goſpels: E- 
| 

| 


very Impartial Man muſt believe the Literal Account 

| of them to be True, and the Miracles to have been 

x Real ones, unleſs it can be made out clearly that there 
is an Abſolute Impoſſibility in any of them. This is 

the only Caſe, which will allow us to make a Stand : 

For it is not ſufficient to ſay that This or That par- 
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into Diſcredit but their on Writings. 
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icutar Circumſtance ſcems abſurd, becauſe rhe Abſur- 


dity may ariſe from our want of Materials for Informa- 
tion: The Objection may owe its Birth to Ignorance, 
and he who makes it, may have his Share of this as 
well as his Neighbour. Conſider that almoſt 19700 
Years have paſſ d ſince theſe Miracles were wrought; 
the Climate and the Language, the Cuſtoms and the 
Genius ot the People were very different from ours; the 
S:ory is often told in a ſhort and uncircumſtantial Man- 
ner, and Allufions are commonly made to the Hi 
of choſe Times, and to the Situation of thoſe Places, 
which we are not fully acquainted with. On all thefe 
Accounts. and many others, Things may ſeem ſtrange 
and even abſurd to us, which were the moſt obvious 
and familiar to the Natives of Judea. | 
Bur it we had no Helps ar all to clear up theſe Mat- 
rers-againſt Objections, yet we might be ſaid rather to 
be without them than to want them; for there is no 
Want, where there is a direct Proof; and the Conſe- 
quence n Reſurrection being a true Fact, to 
his other Miracles being truly wrought, is what no 
one can reaſonahly deny to be a direct Proof. 
However ſince Objections have been rais'd' by ſome 
againſt the literal Story of almoſt all the principal Mi- 
racles of Teſus, am not unwilling to enter into a par- 
ticular Examination of them, that the Reader may ſee 
how the Cavils of theſe Men are the weakeſt and moſt 
frivolous that can be conceived; ſuch as the meaneſt 
Author, that I ever met with before, would not ſtoop to. 
make Uſe ot; ſuch as in any other Cauſe, but that of 
Religion, a wile Man would contemn and walk over: 
Nor ſhall'the unfair Arts, which they employ to give 
a Colour to thele Cavils be torgotten ity their proper 
Place. I will venture ro ſay, that were theſe: open d, 
and expos'd to their Readers, (as they ought to be) 
ſuch, Writers could never be able to bring any Thing 


% 
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At preſent I ſhall' confine my ſelf to the Literal 
Accounts ot the two firſt Miracles, which a late 


(8): Au- 


R Tre MrxacLaesof |» 
(a) Author has undertaken to expoſe ; but in what 
Manner, and with what Succels, the Reader will be 
VVV 
I. I begin (as he does) with the Miracle of Feſus's 
ariving the Buyers and Sellers out of the Temple. 
All the Obje&ions which he has rais'd againſt it 
are reduceable to theſe three Heads, | | | 
That there was no Profanation of the 'Temple by 
Buyers and Sellers, as is pretended. ® 5 
That, if there was, yet Jeſus could not have exe- 
cuted ſuch a Work as driving them out of the Temple. 
That, if he could have executed it, yet it was a 
needleſs Work, becauſe the Temple was ſo ſoon to be 
deſtroyed and polluted. -—|\—' 
| 14 In Proof of his firſt Objection he brings the 
Teſtimony of St. Hilary, p. 25. that there was no ſuch 
Market kept in the Temple : And for fear this ſhould 
not hold, he quotes St. Auſtin as ſaying, that there could 
be no great Sin in ſelling and buying Things in the 
Temple, that were for the Uſe of it, and offered as Sa- 
crifice in it. But the Reader may remember that J have 
already convicted Mr. V. of falſe Evidence in this 
Quotation from St. Hilary, Part 1. p. 27. and J hope 
that for the future he will forbear to make an Affi- 
davit- man of him. And yet were this Quotation 
an honeſt one, of what Weight could it be? ſince the 
Teſtimony of the four Evangeliſts, who were Contem- 
poraries, and upon the Spot, muſt be preterr'd before 
that of a Writer who lived ſome Hundreds of Years 
afterwards, eſpecially in a Fact of ſo publick a Na- 
ture, that, if it was falſe, the Fews in every Part « 
the World could have detected it upon their ow 
Knowledge, becauſe they went up yearly from eve 
Part of the World to the Temple to celebrate the Paſy| | 
ſover; and therefore could not but know whether at 
any Paſſover, at that particularly, ſuch a Traffick was 
carried on in the Temple or not. „ 


1 
* 


| (9) Wolfton's Diſcourſes on our Say iour's Miracles, Part I. 


IJEsus Vindicated. 4 
iat But I will give Mr. M. another Teſtimony of the 
be Fact, ſuch as even his Friend the Fewiſh Rabbi ſhall 
be forced to allow for a good one : It is the Teſtt- 
mony of the ancient Fews theimſelves, who (we may 
be ſure) did not relate the Matter falſely, to ſerve the 
. Cauſe of the Evangeliſts. In the Babyloniſh Talmud 
it it is declared, that (a) forty Tears before the Temple 
was deftroy'd, the Great Council remov'd (from the (b) 

by Place where they us'd to aſſemble in the Iriner-Court of 
the Temple), and ſat among the Shops. Count back 
xe © forty Years from the Deſtruction of the Temple, and 
le. you will find that this Removal was about three or four 
s 4 Years before this Action of our Saviout's, and conſe- 
> be quently that there was a Place called the Shops about 
that Time. Ar the ſame Time one Fewiſh Rabbi tells 

the us wherc theſe Shops were (e), They were in the Moun- 
ſuch ain 0 the Houſe, by which the Talmud always meant 
zuld the Outer- court or Court of the Gentiles: And another 
ould tells us what they were, when he ſays (d), That the 
the Shops were an open ſpacious Place, where Goods were 

Sa- fold, and Money exchanged: And frequent Mention is 
have made there of the (e) Tables of the Money-Changers ; 
this upon which Maimonides tells us, that () he who chay- 
hope ged the Money, was called Trapezita in the Miſchna (g). 
Affi- Mr. J. as much Mr. V. as he is, will ſcarcely (I think) 
deſire a fuller Proof of the Fact than This Is. þ 


—— — — — 


(4) Luadraginta annis ante Extidium Domus migravit Sy» 
nedrium majus, ſeditque in Taberna: (ſec. aliam le&. in Tas 
bernis Montis Sancti) Avoda Sacra. Edit. Edzard. p. 61. 

(b) Migravit Senatus ab exedra lapidum cæſerum (loco, ubi 
olim habebatur Senatus, ab Tabernas, & à Tabernis ad Feru- 
ſalem. See L' Empereur upon the Codem Middeth. p. 48, 439. 

(c) Its enim R. Nathan, Locus erat extra exedram lapidis 
#aſi in monte adis, cui nomen Tabernæ. lb. | 

1 d) Nos autehy ſolemus (dicit Elias) votare locum apertum 
2d libera ſpatia, ubi vendunt merces, Tabernam ; fic domus 
ubi mutant pecuniam cum fanore, dicitur Taberna, Ib. | 

(e) Viceſſimo quinto die ad menſas ee Teinplo. Th. 

(F) Menſa. i. e. ad menſam, que eſt ante Nummularium 1. 
ve Trapexitam, qui ſuper ea accipit pecuniam] & fig vecant 
5, tum, qui per mutat pecuniam, 7 in Miſchng. Ih. 

4 4 IR (2 Miſchna, Edit. Jurenbuſii. om. 4. P- 338. 22. 5 
Part J. + Wa | B So But 
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But he ſeems aware that the Fact would be proved 


againſt him, and therefore brings in St. Auſtin as de- 
nying that This was a Profanation of the Temple: 
That Father's Words are, Non ergo magnum peccatum, 

fe hoc vendebat in Templo, quod emebatur, ut offerretur 
in Tempio; and then he goes on, & tamen inde ejecit 
illos: Quid fi ibi Ebrioſos inveniret? &c. Now can 
any one think, that St. Auſtin meant to contrad ict Chriſt, 
and ſay that there was properly no great Sin in their 
doing that, by which Je/us ſaid they had made the 
Temple a Den of Thieves? If he had, it would have 
been one of the Things which he ſhould have put into 
his Confeſſions. But he meant only, that the Sin was 
not /o great an one as fome others are, that it would be 
worſe to be found there a Drunkard than a Seller of 
Goods: And what he ſeems thus to excuſe, is only the 
buying and ſelling in the Temple Things for the Service 
of the Temple, not (what oar Saviour charges them 
with) the carrying on an unjuſt and unrighteous Trade 


there; ſo that his Apology for them as Merchants, 


does not vindicate them as Thieves. 


By the Temple here is meant the Outer-Court of it, 


or the Court of the Gentiles; which (a) Joſephus (in 
his Deſcription of the Temple) calls the firſt Temple, as 
he calls the Inner-Court, where the Fews enter'd, the 
ſecond Temple: And he tells us at the ſame Time that 
the Jes did not look on this Court of the Gentiles as 
a holy Place: No Wonder then, that they allow'd this 
- Uſe to be made of it, which our Saviour ound Fault 
with. But yet this Opinion of the Jes concerning 
this Court was an unworthy and miſtaken one; for 
it was a Part of the 'Temple in general, it bore the 
very Name of the Temple, and (what is more) it 
was the only Place that the Proſelytes of the Gate, 
who came up to the 'Temple, had to worſhip the God 
of Iſrael in: For this Purpoſe it was built very large 


(aa) De Bello Jud. I., 5. c. 5. p. 1226. Edit. HudC. 2 
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 Jesvs Vindicated. T3 
and ſpacious, that it might receive the great Num- 
bers, which the Fews had Reaſon to expect to ſee there; 
becauſe 1ſaiab's Prophecy (ch. lvi. 7.) runs thus, Mine 
Houſe ſhall be a Houſe of Prayer for all People: Which 
Prophecy our Saviour expreſly (a) quoted againſt the 
Buyers when he droye them our, to ſhew them that 
their Practice was wholly inconſiſtent with the View 
and Intent of it, which was, that Proſelytes from eve- 
ry Country under' Heaven ſhould come and worſhip 
there. It was a great Miſapplication therefore of this 
Court of the Gentiles, to uſe it for Tables of Money- 
Changers and for Seats of them that ſold Daves, and for 
Proves of Sheep and Oxen, which St. ohn ii. 15. tells 
us were brought in there, and for which no doubt 
there were Folds and Stalls to incloſe them, and ſe- 
parate the Cattle of the ſeveral Proprietors; and if we 
conſider what prodigious Numbers of all theſe there 
muſt have been in that Court (for Foſephus (D ſays 
that at one Paſlover Ceſtius computed three Millions 
who came there to celebrate it, excluſive of all thoſe 
Proſelytes who came there to worſhip only) it will be 
eaſily conceiv'd how much the Place allotted to the 
Gentiles for Worſhip, was crowded and the Room lef- 
{en'd ; which ſurely was a great Indecency: But it was 
a Profanation of it too, becauſe in the midſt of the Bleat- 
ings of the Sheep, and the Lowings of the Oxen, and 
the Hurry and Buſtle neceſſarily occafion'd by the 
other ſort of Merchandiſe, the Gentile Proſelytes were 
ſure to meet' with no ſmall Diſturbance in their Devo- 
tions; and therefore this Practice of the Fews was a 
defeating (as far as thetEoula) the Accompliſhment of 
Iſaiab's Prophecy, 8 N | 
But the Caſe was ſtill worſe ; for it ſeems probable 
that the Captains of the Temple, who were Officers 
a) St. Mat. xxi. 13. has, My Houſe ſhall be called the Houſe 
rayer. St. Luke xix. 46. My Houſe is the Houſe of Prayer. 
utSt- MarFsWorks Ch. xi, 17. are the very ſame with theLXX 
Tranflation of Iſa, lyi. 7. and may be better render'd thus, My 


Houſe ſhall be called (or ſhall be) aHouſe of Prayer fer all Nations. 


„ that 
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been None at all. 
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| that had the Care and Charge of it, let out that part 


of the Court of the Gentiles for Profit and Advantage; 
and that the Sellers to make themſelyes amends for 


What they paid for their Shops and Stalls, made an 


Unjuſt and Exorbitant Gain. This however we are 
Sure of, that there was an Unrighteous Traffick car- 
fy'd on there, for our Saviour (as three of the Evan- 
geliſts, who relate the Fact, aſſure us) does not charge 
them with having made the Temple a Place of Mer- 
chants only, but 4 Den of Thieves. In the former caſe 
if there was only an Indecency, yet in This at leaſt it 
muſt be allowed that there was a Profanation of the 


Temple or Court of the Gentiles, 


2. . I proceed then to the ed Objection, which was, 


How Jeſus (if there was a Profanation) could have 


executed this Work of driving them out of the Temple. 
It is bard to conceive (ſays Mr. W. p. 22.) how any 
one in the Form of a Man and of a Deſpis'd one too, 
(and we don't read that Jeſus chang'd bis Shape) with 
a Whip in bis Hand, could execute ſuch a Work upon a 
great Multitude of People, who were none of them bis 


\ Diſciples, nor had any Regard for him. And he quotes 


a Modern Author as thinking This the moſt ſtupendous 
Miracle that Feſus wrought. He that thought ſo, we 
know, was St. Ferome, juſt as much a Modern Author 
as Mr. V. is one of the Primitive ones, or ſpeaks their 
Sentiments : But I don't care if I make him a Preſent of 
this Miracle, it may do his Heart good to have the 
Number of them lefſen'd ; and ie can but get one Mi- 
racle given up, he will perhaps Mrgive me, when I ſhew 
that what he reckons the Greateſt of all, might have 


„ . 
« 
* 


I will let him fee then how Feſus was plainly able 
to do, what he is ſaid to have done, in a Natural way, 


and without the Help of any Divine Power. 


And here it muſt be remembred, that Jeſus was juſt 
come up from Bethany to Feruſalem in a Solemn Pro- 
ceſſion, in a ſort of Royal and Triumphant manner: 
© OT He 
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He was attended on the Road and into the City with 


4 very great Multitude (Matt. xxi. 8.) nay with Multi- 


tudes that went before and follow'd, ver. 9. and Theſe 
went along with him int the- Temple (as may be (a) 
gather'd from ver. 15.) and There proclaim'd as they 


had done on the Road, Hoſanna to the Son of David, 


which was one of the Names of the Meſſiab. The Con- 
courſe was ſo great that all the City was moved, ver. 


10. and even the Chief Prieſts were afraid of him 
arid of the People too, becauſe they took him for a Pro- 


what he did to the Buyers and Sellers in the Temple, 
he is not to be conſider d as one ſingle Man only, 
but as at the Head of an infinite Number of People, 
all acknowledging him at that Time for their Meſjiah 


and King, and therefore ready to ſupport him in any 
| Reformation that he ſhould attempr. The Tradgs 


(a) The Words are, When the Chief Prieſts and Scribes ſam 
the wonder ful works that be did, and the mwaidl\as Children crying 


in the Temple, and ſaying Hoſanna to the Son of David, they - 


were ſore diſpleaſed. Where by xaidlag is not meant Children, 


as we render it, hut Feſws's Servents and Followers, thoſe of 


his Train and Retinue. Thus Matt. xiv. 2. Herod ſaid to bis 
Servants ati, &c. and Luke xii. 46. If that Servant ſay in 
his Heart, My Lord delayeth his coming, and ſhall begin to beat 
8he men-ſervants Tx #aidiag: and ſo Luke xy. 26. from which 
Inſtances I gather that aaidag here fiznifies thoſe who were the 
Diſciples, Servants, or Followers of Jeſus at that time: And 
what the Phariſees ſaid in the fellowing verſe, Heareſt thou 


what theſe ſay # ſeems to be the ſame with what they ſay on this 
occaſion in Luke xix. 39. Maſter, rebuke thy Diſciples. It the twa 
Evangeliſts ſpeak of two different times, yet the Phariſees ſeem 


to have defir'd him to rebuke the ſame Perſons in both the Eyan- 
geliſts. It is ſcarcely to be ſuppos d that only Children cry'd out 
Hoſanna in the Temple, or that the Phariſees were ſo diſpleas'd 
with what Children only were ſaying. Beſides, the word Taidis 
does never in the New Teſtament fignify Cbildren, unleſs once 


or twice at moſt, and then the Age of them is ſpecity' d, the 
Proper word is Satis or waidlapta. What led our Tranſlators 


to give the word this ſenſe here, is (Iconceive) tha Anſwer that 
our Saviour makes, Out of the mouth of Babes and Sucklings 
thou baſt 7 praiſe; but the meaning of this is, God has 
choſen for the praiſing of him Babes and Sucklings in Know- 
ledge, not with reſpect to their Years; for Sucklings, that can- 
not ſpeak, cannot perfect praiſe, „ | 


hen 


7 j 


pour and were very atientive to bear him, Mat. xxi. 46. 
Mark xi. 18. Luke xix. 48. and xx. 19. So that in 
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then might well have retir'd for fear of him whom the 
Chief Prieſts themſelves feared, as having ſuch Multi: 
tudes in his Retinue and at his Command: They did 
but what was Natural; they gave Way to a Superior 
Force, which it would been in vain to have reſiſted. . 
It is eaſy now to conceive, how Feſus could do this: | 
He was not then in the Form of a d /pis'd man, but ra- | 
ther of a Triumphant Monarch; he was attended with 
a much greater Multitude of People than there was to : 
to oppaſe him, a Multitude of People who were all his 
Diſciples and Followers at that Time, and who had 
the greateſt Regard for him that Men could poſſiply 
have, they looking on him as their Meſſiah. 
I would not be underſtood, by what I have ſaid a- 
bove, to mean that there was no Miracle in this whole 
Affair; for tho I allow none, where Mr. V. and his 
Modern Author place it, yet there Seems to have been 
one (tho? the Evangeliſts don't call it ſo) in the Una- 
nimous Diſpoſition of the People at That time to pro- 
claim Jeſus by the Title of the Son of David or Meſſiah. 
The Fame of his having raiſed Lazarus from the 
Dead a little before went a great Way, tis true, (Fohu 
xii. 18.) towards filling Men's minds with this Belict ; 
but yet ſo Univerſal, fo Sudden, and with all ſo Short- 
liv'd an Acknowledgment of Such a Point, looks more 
like the Efte& of a Divine Impulſe than of any Na- 
tural Cauſes. „ ee 


3. H. The third Objection was this; If Jeſus could 
do this, yet was it not a Needleſs work to be ſo Zea- 
lous againſt the Profanation of that T emple which 


„ muas ſo ſoon to be Deſtroy d? No, becauſe it was not 
1 Then Deſtroy d: For is not every Place, that is ſet a- 
1 part for Divine Worſhip, to be kept Sacred and Fit 
1 


for that Uſe, while it is Subſiſting? In ſuch a Caſe 
we are to conſider what things are Now, not what 
1 they are Heręafter to be: For what would have been 
5 a Profanation of the Temple, if it had been always 
j to laſt, was equally a Profanation of it, tho” it was, 
i Y . l * : F N 133 to 
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to be ſoon Deſtroy d; the Action is the Same utider 
both Events, and is not in the leaſt Alter'd by the Fate 
of the Place where it is done. Tis Ridiculous to 
talk, or think otherwiſe. If any man had Profan'd 
the Pariſh Church of St. Bottolph Biſhopſgate about 
four Years ago, and had been Preſented tor it by the 
Church-wardens of that Pariſh, would it have been 
thought -a Reaſonable $i to ask, Why thoſe 
Church-wardens were ſo Zealous againſt the Profana- 
tion of that Church, which they were then: getting 
an Ad of Parliament to empower them to pull down 
and Deſtroy ? While a Place ſtands appropriated to 
Divine Worſhip, it ought not to be Profan d; This 
is the Anſwer which every Lawier and every man of 
Common Senſe would give on this occaſion. And 
therefore the Court of the Gentiles which was a Houſe 
of Prayer, ought to have been kept Free and Undi- 
{turb'd for that purpoſe, as long as it continued to be 
a Houſe of Prayer, that is, till it was Deſtroy'd. . 

I have not here forgot that Mr. V, puſhes this 
Matter farther, and ſays that Jeſus bimſelf came to De- 


roy the Temple, and that he permitted, nay commanded 


it to be filthily Polluted not long after. p. 23. and this 
he mentions to make the Inconſiſtence (as he thinks 
it) the Greater: But He, I am ſure, was never more 
Inconſiſtent with himſelf than in This particular. Fot 
where does he read any thing Like this > Which of 
the Evangeliſts told him that Feſus either came to De- 

roy it, or commanded it to be polluted ® Feſus tells the 
Fews indeed in Mark xiii. 14. that they would ſee the 
Abomination of Deſolation, but then he adds, that t 


would ſec is tanding where it ought not, i. e. in the Holy 


place. Now this is only a Declaration of what would 
happen, and it is obſeryable that this Declaration is 
ſo far from being in Favour of Polluting the Temple, 
that it is directly Againſt it. Beſides, if he Had c- 
manded it to be done, when the Temple was Deſtroy d, 
i. e. almoſt forty years after his Death, then, where 
he commanded it, he muſt have been Alive NIN 
F 255 "I 
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Riſen from the Dead. Did This Author conſider this 
when he oppos'd Jeſus's Reſurrection? What? Not 
evive, and yet Act ? I ſee that for the Sake of an 


j 
\q Objection to One Miracle, he can for a while allow 
[ ; the Truth of another, and does (as Conjurers are 


thought to do) raiſe a Spirit only to work ſome Miſ- 
chief by his Help. and then lay him Quiet again. 
I have now anſwered all his Objections, and I hope 
to the Reader's Satisfaction. As for his Quotations 
from the Fathers, a no Mind to lengthen this 
Diſcourſe with any Enquiry into them: for tho' it is 
True that They affected to give a Spiritual and My- 
ſtical Senſe to this and almoſt all our Saviour's Acti- 
[! | ons, yet it as true that not one of them ever Deny'd 
Wl - or Doubted of the Literal Story, except when He 
| N makes them ſpeak ; nay the very thing which he has 
brought to prove them Unbelievers of the Letter ſnews þ. 
the Direct contrary ; for to make any Action a My- | , 
ſtical one, you muſt neceſſarily allow it to be a Literal I » 
one too; it may as well be (aid that there are Proper- | ; 
ties without a Subſtance, as that there can be a-Figure & ; 
without the Letter, except in Parables. I ſhall there- F , 
fore paſs by all his Scraps of the Fathers, for every 
Single one of which an Hundred might be found in r 
the ſame Author, that expreſly contradict what he is Þ y 
labouring to prove. He knows it very well, and ff 
therefore has all along made uſe of the: Unfair and } 
Diſhoneſt Arts of Miſrepreſenting, and Curtailing the | , 
paſlages of the Fathers; ſometimes leaving out in a 
Sentence what ſpeaks againſt him, and ſomerimes bring- it 
ing Sentences tcgether which have ho Relation to py; 
one another. Some Inſtances I have given already, . 
and ſhall here preſent the Reader with One mote. At tt! 
the bottom of p. 26. he quotes St. Ferome thus, 2 1 by 
ſimplicem Intelligentiam quod penitus abſurdum, &c. 
and explains them above by making 'That Father _ 
lay there are Abſurdities in the Letter. But let St. 7e- 
rome's words be fairly produced, and they will run 


; ; 2 by, Jeu. 77 — > 3 s 
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thus, (a) According to the Literal Senſe the Doves 
not in the Seats(Chairs) but in Coops ; unleſs perhaps the 
Sellers of the Doves ſat in Chairs, which is wholly ab- 
furd to ſay, for Chairs are Marks of Honour to diftivguiſh 
Maſters and Teachers. This Father, as many Others did, 
quibbled (poorly enough) upon the word Catbodræ, 
by which is meant in the Goſpels the Sears of them 
that ſold Doves but which He apply d to the Chairs, 
that the Teachers of the Chriſtian Church then us'd, 
as We do our Pulpits: And the Ahſurdity which St. 
erome finds, is in the ſuppoſing that the Sellers of 
oves ſat in ſuch Catbhedræ, as the Teachers of his day 
made uſe of. He does not ſay a word of an 
in be Letter, or Literal Account of Feſt 
tho by dropping the Greateſt and moſt Material part 
of the Sentence Mr. V. has contriv'd to make the 
words which is wholly abſurd to ſeem underſtood of the 
Literal Senſe. If ſuch Authors as This did not ſeek for 
Truth, if they ſought only to eſtabliſh Falſehood, yet 
methinks they ſhould avoid a Fraud ſo eafily detected, 
and ſhould be Honeſter than This comes to; out of 
very Knavery. „ 
But before he leaves this Head, he attempts to play 
the Critick on the Senſe of the words in which the E- 
vangeliſts relate this Action of | 
ſeems to improve in his happy Art of making the Au- 
thors he quotes bear Falſe witneſs, for tho he Miſtakes 
as uſual, he Falſifys rather more. | 

Inſtead of them that ſold and bought (ſays he, p. 30.) 
it ſhould be rendred them that fold and preached ; for 
the word d:yopaQer does more properly ſignify to preach thay 
to buy. It is ſo far from ſignifying this more properly, 
that it does not either in the New Teſtament, or (I 
believe) in any other Author, ſignify ſo at al. Ih: 
word is uſed above thirty times in the New Teſtam 
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Abſurdity 
s Action; 


Jeſus: And here he 


ent, 
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ligentiam Columbæ non trant in Ca. 
orte Columbarum inſtitores ſedebant 

in Cathedris, quod penitus abſurdum eſt, quia in Cathedrss Ma. 
gffiroum magis Digniias N 
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and let him ſhew where it can once be underſtood of 
preaching : When it is {aid Luke xvii. 281 of that wick- 
ed Generation, who would not hearken to Noah the 
Preacher of Righteouſneſs,” and upon whom therefore the 
Flood came, bey did eat, they drauk, they fold, they 
dyiexCor: are we to ſuppoſe that they were preaching £ 
or when the Wiſe Virgins (aid to the Feokiſo ones, Matth. 
xxv 9. Go ye to them that ſell; ayd\«yoerwvers dauris, 
can we think their Advice to have been, that they 
ſhould preach to themſebves -I this Critaciſm ? -: 
But then he has found a new Senſe for Koaaufereu, 
or Mone y- Ohangers; the Greek word (lays he, p. 31.) 
imports thoſe who have a Knack to barter away a little 
Baſe and Braſs Money with the Effigies of an Qu or Bull 
on it, in exchange for good Coin. And far this Senſe of 
the word he quetes Suicerus's Theſaurus in uace Ke. 
gie. is fo common a Bock, that Mr. V might have 
expected to be found out in any Falſe Quotation from 
thence: Suicerus quotes Theopbyla to ſhew that the 
Calybus was a {mall piece of Braſs Money of litiæ value, 
2% the Effigies of an Ox, 6%, on it; (not of a Bull; 
that's an Inſertion of Mr. W. for the ſake. of a Jeſt); 
and he gives us this for his own Opinion, that (a) the 
Kogroat or Money-Changers were 2 as. ſold, ar gave, 
by way of Exchange, ſmall pieces of Braſs for ot her Money, 
I ſuppoſe, for Gold and Silver Pieces. But is this the 
{ame with giving Baſe (or Bad) Money for Cod? Are 
not Twelve Pence in Copper as Good Money as a Shil- 
ling in Silver? Does the Baſeneſs of the Metal, or 
Smallneſs of the Piece alter the Matter, when It is 
made up in Quantity? I am ſure that This Author is 
a thorough Collybiſt in his on Senſe of the Word, and 


— 


puts off very Baſe Quotations for Good one. 
Once more, and | have done with Mr. . on this 
Head: To make all this the more applicable to the Hire 
ling Clergy ot this Age, for whoſe ſake he has brought 
in his Preaching and his Bulls, he ſays, p. 31. If 
(a J xecte Koaavferes detiniuntur of 74 A67]e y.u EuaTa vor- 
Tis, 1 vendunt Minuta ara pro alis pecunia, ſcilicet accepto 
Collybo. . mne 
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rewiCor irh i is tranſlated Tables, does properiy ſignifſy 
Pulpits, ho can belpt it For this he refers us co 2 7 
Quotation from Ariſtophanes. Sc apula's words are theſe, 
(a) Ariſtophanes kr 5 this word to. ſignify, a Pulpitum, or 
place rais d higher than ordiuary,,on-which the Slatesthat 
were to he ſold were expos'd to view. Mr. V. you ſee 


ſtop'd half way in the Quotation, that he might de- 


ceive the Reader into an Opinion that Pulpitum ſigni- 
ſies there a Pulpit; but, when the whole Sentence is 


produced, it appears to ſignity ſomething as 4 


W it, As: Dione y is from G ets 
{Ws The Second. Miracte 4 Sofas, to which. M. WW. : 
has made Obje&ions, is that of f. permitting the Devils 
to enter into the Herd of Swine which thereupon ran down 
a Prepipice, and were all choaakd-in, the Sea, p. 32. 
And here I muſt remind the Reader, that in Facts 
done ſo- Long ſince, and reported in ſo Brief a man- 
ner, it muſt "often. happen, that there can't poſſibly. be 
any certain account given of Some Particulars ;. and 
Then, where,a, Probable: one is offer'd, confiltentggvith 
the Circumſtances of the Story and with whaß other 
Hiſtorians relate, This is All that can be expected in 


the matter. In this Miracle before us, I promiſe that 


no Anſwer ſhall, be given, which does not ſeem much 
more Reaſqnable than any Objection on the other (ide, 
even ſuppoſing it not to have been prov d already that 
Jeſus roſe from the Dead; tho I hope it will be remem- 
bred here, that it (as I ſhew'd Part I.) Zefas did real- 
ly Riſe, again, it follows that he came from God, and 
that the Miracles which he is ſaid to have wrought. 
in his Lit--time were Real ones; and This here being 
reckon d by the Evangeliſts as One of the Number, 
with all Fair and Reaſonable Men, their Inclication 
to Believe Every part of the Literal Account, of it, 
ſhould. at. leaſt, be Stronger than to Disbelieve Any. 


(a) Anud Ariſtophanem ſic vocatur Pulpitum aut locus editior,: 


dy- quo Verne S. . omninm oculis venum eee. 
7 


Side in voce 5 
a C2 „ „ 


- the Goodneſs and Juſtice 
vils to enter into a Herd ol Hem to "heir Del «opp ? 


P. 34. 


to the Church, he is Deceived; for as 


e . Mines of 


The ObjeRions which Mr. V. has rais'd' agdinll. the 


Literal Story of This Miracle are theſe Four. 


How came thoſe Madmen to have ary Dwelling 
in the Tombs of a Burying- Ground ? p. 32 
Where was the Humanity of the Cildnthes that did 


not take care of theni, in Pity to Them as * as for 


the Safety of others? p. 32. | 
How came there to be any Herd of Side in that 


Country; when the Jews v were forbidden to cat Swine" 8 


Fleſh ?+p. 33. Or 


If the Swine belonged to Gentile Gadarenes, with 
whom i it was Lawful to kee 5 eat them, where was 
of 5 Feſus s permitting the De- 


Theſe are his four Objections againſt this Miracle, 
and I ſhall take them in their Order.. 
1. f. How came thoſe Madmen to have. thiir Dwel- 


ling in the Tombs of a Burying-· Ground? The true 


Language of which Queſtion is this, Can you gixe a 


Reafon for the Ations of Madmen ? They were 


je&ion looks a little like a Reaſonable One, becauſe Mr. 
M. had added the words F a Barying Ground"; by 
which, if his Reader underſtands ſomethitig reſembling 
our Churchyards in Cities and Towns, Kb adjoining 
is ſaid that 
thoſe Madmen were among the Tombs, ſo it ĩs ſaid that 


they were in the Moutitains, and in the Wilderneſs or de- 


ſart places. To underſtand which you niuſt "obſerve, 
that the ewiſp Tombs were uſually little Cells cut in 
the Sides of Caverns and the Hollow parts of Rocks 


and Mountains, at ſome diſtance from the Towns, and 


in lonely deſart places. The Sepulchre that e him- 
ſelf was laid in, was Brun but of a Rock in Mount Ca- 
vary; and many ſuch Tombs remain even to this Day, 
as Maundrel and other Travellers thro' Fudge a have al- 


ſur'd us. And theſe Caves often ſerv'd for a Retreat and 
Shelter, for in ſuch as theſe the Kings of Canaan hid 
| hem- 


ad- 
men, and Therefore they ſtrolld thither. But this Ob- 


* 
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fo Barren as we ſee them in Ours: 
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themfelves from Joſhua, David from Saul, and Foſephus 
the Fewiſh Hiſtorian from the Romans that purſued 
him : | | 
ſtory, of whole Bands of Thieves and Robbers lurking 
for Months together in ſuch hollow Rocks, and ma- 
king Excurſions from thence : And he tells us particu- 
larly that there were (4) Deus or Caves of this ſort on 
that part of the Coaſt of the Lake Genneſareth, which 
was in the lower Galilee, and therefore lay comtiguous 
„„ e TT OO 
And theſe Mountains as they afforded Shelter, fo 
they might have ſupplied the Madmen with Food; for 
in thoſe Warm and Fraitful Climates They were not 

on the Baptiſ (we 
read) liv'd in the Wilderneſs on Locuſts and Wild Ho- 
ney ; and Foſephus in his own Life tells us, that, when 
young, he went out into the Wilderneſs to be inſtru- 
&ed by one Banus, (b) who lived there upon what 
grew wild and without Culture. 88 


So that I have found Victuals and Habitation for 


the Madmen; and when it is prov'd that Others did, 
and They might have dwelt in the Mountains and 


n 
21 


Nay he makes very frequent mention in his Hi- : 


among the Tombs, I hope the Aſſertion of three Evan- 


geliſts that Feſus found them there, will overbear a 
mere Queſtion unſupported with any attempt towards 
a Proot of the Contrary. | un ; . 


2. $. Mr. Vs next Objection is, here was the Hu- 


manity of the Gadarenes that did not take Care of them, 
in pity to Them as well as for the Safety of Others 9: Can 


any thing be more Perverſe than this Queſtion is? when 


St. Mark expreſly tells us, chap. v. 4: that Care bad 


been taken of them, that they had been bound in Fet- 
ters and Chains, and that this had been often done to 


them, but that they had pluck'd them aſunder and bra- 


ken them to piece 
they were) were not ſtrong enough for Men in their Out- 


(a) Hess I rer, T4 ee Tena & Cm awhacre x3! F . 
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pieces.' The Fetters and Chains (whatever 
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rageous Condition; and therefore the gat looſe — 
their Keepers, and retreated to the Tombs and. 4 
tains ; where, when purſu d, they probably hid t 
ſelves, and eluded all the Diligence and Humanity * 
the People who try'd to catch and bind them again. 
But if This does not prove a Want of Humanity in 
the Gadarenes, he has another Proof, which he is ſpre 
is a Good one, vi. that they dill not diſpatch them ra- 
ther than their Neighbours and Paſſengers ſbould be in 
danger from them, p. 33. They are equally Inhumane 


in his Opinion (I find), for not tak ing Care to Preſerve - 


them, and for not taking Care to Deſtroy them : But 
T ſhould have thought this an Argument for their Ha- 
ving Humanity, not for their Wanting it: For while 
the Madmen were alive, there were Hopes of laying 
hold on them once more, and perhaps of recovering 
them to their Senſes. Ir Mr. V. had met with this Pa- 


ſage in ſome People's Writings, he would have rais'd 


a heavy Ourcry againſt the Barbarity of the Doctrine 
of knocking a Madman on: the. head, only; for fear he 
ſhould do Miſchief: And I would adviſe him, not 20 
encourage this piece of Caſuiſtry among Us. But alter 
all, if the Gadarenes could not catch theſe Madmen to 
Bind them, how does he know that they could come 
up near <nough to diſpatch them? They might (in his 

notion of Humanity) have a very Good Will to it, and 
yet not be able to -4 the Good Deed ; for Foſepbus will 
tell him what Difficulty Herod, with an Army, found 


to deſtroy a Sert of Robbers. that had lodged. them 


ſelves in lch Caves of the Mountains. = 


And, to ſay no more on this Head, if the Gadarenes- 


wanted This or any other Inſtance of Humanity, what 
is that to the Story? let Them look to their Beha- 
viour : The Truth of this Fact is not affected by it; un- 


leſs it can be prov d Impoſſible that in any Country a 
Madman would be found e that i is 8 at- 
tem 


to do Miſchief. 


3. f. proceed then to the e rhird Objeatinn, How 


: came ere to be. _ Herd +8 Swine in e Country, * | 
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we could not give any Account of this matter, yet is , 


a Story, ſo well atteſted (as I have ſhew'd all Jeſuss 
Miracles to be), is ſuch a Story to be Disbelie / d, 
when there is no Proof againſt it? I call it no. Proof, 
becauſe to ſay a thing was forbidden, and thereſore it 
was not done, is to ſuppoſe that Laws are never broken, 
the contrary of which is ſeen every day, and was never 
more ſo than in Mr. Vs own Diſcourſe.- 1 
But I'll give him a very Fair and Probable account 
of this Circumſtance. Gadara was a City on the other 
ſide of Fordan, near the Lake of Genneſareth; it was 
one of thoſe Cities called Decapolis, and was ſituate 
in rhat Allotment which was made to the Tribe of 
Manaſſeb: Pompey indeed join d it to the Province of 
Syria, Auguſtus afterwards gave it to Herod, and upon 
his Death annexed it again to Syria, as Foſephus in- 
forms us: by this means it was inhabited partly by 
ews, and partly by Syrians who were Heathens ; Jo- 
ſephus (a) ſpeaks frequently of both, as very Numerous 
there. But tho? its Inhabitants were thus of a mix d 
ſort, it was always reckon'd. by the 7eus as Part of 
their Dominions, and as ſuch it felt the fury of Veſpa- 
fax in the beginning of the Fewiſh War (()). 
This being the State of the Town, and it being 
well known that the Heathens uſed Swe not only 
for Food but tor Sacrifices too, why mayn't we ſup- 
poſe that the Feaps of that Country might feed Swine, 
for the Profit they made by ſelling them to their Hea- 
then Neighbours? (No, ſays Mr. V. from Spencer de 
Leg. Hebr.) the Jews were forbidden, under the Pain of an 
Anatbema, the keeping of auy Swine in their Country, p. 
33. It is true, that there was ſuch a (c) Law made in 
the time of Hyrcauus; but why was it made? becauſe 
the Fews did uſe to keep Swine. And is it any argu- 


ment to ſay, that becauſe a Law is made againſt any 


Jud. J. 4+ C. 7. Ed. Hudſ. & * 3. 2. 7. & I. 2. c. 18. 
Joſeph: Anti. 1. 14. c. 5. & deBello Jud. I. 1. c. 8. & d. 4. e. . 
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thing, Therefore it was not practis'd aſter? It ogg 
not, I grant, but it does not follow that it was not. 
Have We not Laws, many and ſtrong, againſt running 
of Brandy, Tea, Sc. and would you argue from thenee 
that no Brandy or Tea is run upon our Coaſts? if we 
could make this out clearly, we might ſave the Govern- 
ment the Expence of many Cuſtom-houſe Officers. 
- Tf the Fews did once practiſe this feeding of Swine 
(as the Law made againſt it ſufficiently: ſhews), I dont 
ſee but it may be reaſonably ſuppos'd that they might 
Continue to do ſo even After the Law was made: It 
ts well known that there is too much ot forbidden Trade 
among Us, tho' we have more Laws than One againſt 
it, and many Methods to put them in Execution: and 
it is much more „ feeding of Swine might 
be · practisd about Gadara, becauſe it was not only up- 


on the Extremity of the Jewiſh Dominions, but was 
then under (a) Heatheniſh Juriſdi&ion, ſo that the 
Force of the Law reſted upon the Conſciences only of 


the Jewiſh Gadarenes. 5 cy: 

J have ſuppos'd with Mr. "that the Swine be- 
longed to Jewiſo Owners, which I have as much 
right to do as any one can have to {ſuppoſe the con- 
trary: and it ſeems Probable that even thoſe Maamen 
were Jews; for we don't find Jeſus in all his Travels 
converſing with and healing any but thoſe to whom 
he was ſent, the Joſt ſheep of the Houſe of Iſrael, unleſs 
in one caſe particularly taken notice of by the Evan- 
geliſts. Upon this ſuppoſition, I have ſhewn it pro- 
bable, that the Gadarene Jews might keep Swine for 
the Uſe of their Gentile Neighbours, tho' it was for- 
bidden by Law, and even under the Pain of an Ana- 

4. $. I come to Mr. Vis laſt Objection, where was 
the Goodneſs and Fuſtice of Jelus's permitting the Devils 
to enter into the Herd of Swine to their Deſtruttion ® | 


+ 


—: 


\- 
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them; for the part, which Feſus had in their-DeſtruRi- | 
on, does not appear to be ſuch as made him either 
Principal or Acceflary : It is ſaid indeed by St. Mark 
that be gave them leave, but by St. Luke only that he 
ſuffer'd the Devils to enter into them. By which may 
be meant no more, than that He did not Prevent them, 
that he did not Interpoſe his Divine Power, by which 
he might have hindred them from entring: fox this 
Explanation may be juſtify'd by other Paſſages of the 
Old and New Teſtament, as (a) Grotius has fully ſhewn. 
And if this made 44 a Sharer in their Deſtruction, 
it may as well be ſaid, that God is anſwerable for all 
the Evil done in the World, nay he will come in for a 
ſhare in This very Deſtruction of the Swine, for He 
too permitted it; and therefore by this Argument I 
don't ſee but his Goodneſs and Juſtice will be impeach- 
ed upon this occaſion. | © Bo 
But if the Fews of Gadara were the Owners of thefe 
Swine, as I have ſuppos'd, then there was no Inju- 
ſtice in Feſus, even allowing that he was Acceſſary to 
the Deſtruction of them, and gave the Devils ſuch a a 
Leave, as aſſiſted them to do what they did: For then 
the Owners of them kept them againſt the Law made 
in Hyrcanus's time to prevent it: We find in Foſephus 
an Edict of the Emperor Auguſtus requiring the Roman 
Governours, in every Country where the gone reſided, 
to ſuffer them (Þ) 10 live according to ſuch of their own 
Country Laws, as were in force in Hyrcanus's time: from 
This one may gather, that all Laws made in Hyrca- 
(a) Vide loca Gen. 20. 6. & 31. 7. Exod. 3. 19. & 12. 22 
Pfalm. 16. io. Act. 2. 27. Ejicere Diabolum ex homine, Chriſti 
uit Actio; in Porcos ut irent, nulla actione Chriſti erat opus : bes 
enim optabaiit ipſi Diaboli, & viribus nativis id ipſum eſſicers 
poterant, dum ne vi majore impedirentur: Non erga Chriſtus in has 
re vim agent em exſeryit, ſed vim impedire valentem ſuſtinuit. 
Grotius in Matt. 8. 31 Þ . 
(05) Tis Ie your Sar reis 3 lots teh, nate + Totes 
Ard Her, ads 5 prive 67) TPU dpyiaphrs O Ulis g. 
Ant iq. Jud. I. 16. c. 6. 4 F 
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nuss Time were look d on by the Fews as binding 


them; otherwiſe when they ſollicited that Emperor for 


this Edict in their favour, they would ſcarcely have 
fix d on this Time for their Standard: ſo that by their 
" own acknowledg'd Conſt itution the keeping of Swine 


was a Crime, and therefore the Fewiſh Keepers of 


them were juſtly Puniſhable for it. And it is well 

known that Prophets or Perſons acting by the Spirit of 
God did frequently among the Feus put the Laws in 
Execution againſt Offenders, without calling in the 
Aſſiſtance of the Magiſtrate: nay, it was a received 
Maxim among the Fews, that ſuch Perſons had a Right 
to act thus, and to do much more than This, even to di- 


ſpenſe with ſome of Moſes's Laws, as might be eaſily 


thewn : What Phineas did to Zimri, and what Elijah 
did to the Prieſts of Baal, were look'd upon by the 


Jews as Precedents in this Caſe; and therefore We 


Chriſtians, who acknowledge Feſus to have been more 


than a Prophet, can never be at a loſs to account for 


his exerciſing an Authority among the Fews, which 
they allow'd every Ordinary Prophet to have. 


have now given an Anſwer to Mr. Vs ſeveral 


Objections againſt this Miracle: and I hope that it 
appears to the Reader how Frivolous and Trifling they 


are. If we had had no Lights from Hiſtory to help us 
out, yet a Chriſtian might eaſily maintain his ground 


againſt meer Queſt ions, which are not ſupported by 
any Proofs, and which might be effectually anſwer d 
upon ſeveral Probable. ſuppoſitions. But the Authors 
which I have quoted ſpeak home to the Purpoſe, and 


both Foſephus and the other Jewiſh Writers, whom 


I have made the moſt uſe of, can never be ſuſpected 
of any Partiality in favour of the Cauſe Jam main- 
taining ; ſo that their Teſtimony, where it helps us, 
comes with the more Weight, and ſhould put all Ca- 


vils under a perpetual filence. | 


Here, as in the former Caſe, Mr. V. would have us 


believe, that the Fathers -look'd upon this Miracle as 
only a Parabolical Narrative : and he tells us, that upon 
FE 9 85 the 
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the Encouragement of Origen and others we ought to 
expoſe the Abſurdities of the Letter. Till he can bet- 
ter ſhew the Abſurdities of it, than he has done, all 
the Encouragement which Origen and the other Fa- 
thers give him, is to no purpoſe. | | 
But where does Origen Encourage him to this? Why, 
he ſays, p. 35. that Origen s Commentaries on this part 
of St. Matthew's and St. Luke's Goſpel are loft, otber- 
wiſe unqueſtionably he would have told us that be did 
not believe any thing of the Letter of thjs Story. 5 
It would be ſtrange indeed if Mr. . ſhould know 
what Origen's Opinion was in his Writings that are 
Loſt, when he always miſtakes it in his Writings that 
are Extant ; But I can more ungueſtionabiy aſſure him, 
that, if thoſe Commentaries had been preſerved, Origen 
would haye declar'd his beliet of the Literal account 
of this Story, becauſe he has done it in ſome of his 
Commentaries which are remaining; for in thoſe upon 
St. John's Goſpel, incidentally mentioning the Coun- 
try of the Gergelenes, where St. Matth. lays the Scene 


ol this Miracle (and which is thought to include Gada- 


ra in it) he ſays that (a) Gergeſa was an ancient City, 
near what is now called the Lake.of Tiberias, in the 


| Neighbourhood of which there is 4 Precipice adjoyning to 


the Lake, which is ſhew'd as the Steep place. from whence 


the Swine were thrown down by the Devils that enter'd 


them. Does not Origen here expreſly declare his Be- 
lief of the Letter of tne Story, when he points out rhe 
very Place, where he ſuppoſes it to have happen d? 
Let this then ſuffice for a Specimen of Mr, Js 
Acquaintance with the Fathers, or of his Sincerity 
in reporting their Opinions: I ſhall examine no more 
ot his Quotations on this head, and indeed I might 
well ditmiſs the Subject, having given (I think) a ſuf- 
(a) Tipyioa, e is © Tyre Y has; dpyate mipd The pov 
uaauuiyny Tce g Alurny, wit Hy xpnprdc magrneper © vi 
Alum, dg & Seixrular rde yoipes van? ray Satubray da ai. 
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ficient Reply to all the Exceptions he has made to this 


Miracle. 5 n eee 

But it may not be amiſs (before I conclude) to add 
ſome farther Remarks upon this Story, becauſe there 
are Some (whoſe Opinion is of more Weight than 
Mr. Mes) who ſeem to think the Circumſtance of 
Men's being poſſeſſed by Devils or Vucleai Spirits in 

our Saviour's days to be a great: Difficulty,” and there- 
fore they ſuſpe& that nothing more than Madneſs is 
meant by ſuch a Poſſeſſion; and for this: Noten of 
theirs they quote what the Fews' ſaid of Foſas;: John x. 
20. He hath A Devil, and is Mad, ſuppoſing that # 
Madman was in the Jewiſh way of ſpeaking; called one 


poſfſeſs'd with a Devil or Unclean Spirit. But the Truth | 


is, that the Fewws reckon'd' this One fort of Madneſs, 


and the Worſt fort; but they diſtinguiſh'd between 


This and what we Penny call Madneſs ariſing from 
ſome Diſtemper of the Body: So that tho they called all 


Perſons poſſeis'd' with the Devil by the name of Mad- 


men, yet they did not give to all Madmen the name of 


Perſons thus poſſeſs d: And-* they diſtinguiſn' d very 
rightly in the Caſe ; for in. the Inſtance of this. Miracle 


before us, we find that the Devils Spake out of the 


poſſels'd-Perſons, they were Sent out of them, and they 


Enrter'd into-the Herd of Swine : Perſonal Actions as 
Well as Specches are aſcrib'd to them, which can never 


be aſcrib'd'to meer *Phrenfy ' and "Madneſs; for had 


there been nothing more than Madneſs, then when 
it ceag'd in the Men, it would have had no Influence 
on the Swine; whereas that which went out of the 


One and enter'd into the Ocher, muſt have had a Di- 
ſin& Being and Exiſtence of its Own. This - there- 


fore is the true Goſpel Notion of Demoniacks, they 


were not Madmen only, but they were poſſeſsd by 
Unclean Spirits; and if Jeſus, be iproy'd.to have come 
from God, he could not have been unacquainted with. 
the Immaterial World, and therefore no one tan rea- 
ſonably refuſe to believe the Account, which he has 
given us, of the Operations of Evil Spirits upon Hu- 


man 


* 
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man Bodies. Had no Authors, but as Sacred ones, 


— 


made mention of the Dememiacłs of thoſe days, yet 
the Scripture Teſtimeny would have heen ſufficient : 
But there are Unqueſtienable Authors which agree in 

this Sgr. and ſpeak of Poſſeſs d Perſons as no uncom- 


mon Fight in their Days: Foſephus(a) ſays that Solomon 


had from God the Art of-cafting; Devils out of Men and 
healing then ; and that he compos d Charms for afſwag= 
ing the Diſeaſe, and left behind hini Forms, of Adjuration, 
by which the Devils wwere ſo effectually caſt out as never 
to return again; and he adds; that this may ef healing 
was practis d among his Countrymen even down to his oum 
days. Whether the Fews had ſo efſectual a method of 
diſpoſſeſſing Men as Joſephus thought, yet thus much 
appears plainly from his Teſtimony, that there were 
Perſons; poſſeſs d with Devils in his days; and long be- 
fore j nay he tells us in the ſame place that he ſaw one 
diſpoſſeſs d in the preſence of the Emperor V/#ſpafian and 
his Family: and to prevent our miſtaking this Cala- 
mity for Madneſs, or any other Common and Natural 
Diſtemper, he explains what he means by being poſ- 

ſeſs'd with Devils, when he (Y) ſays that what were call d 
ſo, were the Spirits of Micked Men, which enter d into 
living Perſons, and occa ſion d the Death of ſuch of them as. 
met with no Help. Plutarch and Lucian ment ion Demo- 
niachs as well known in their days, and Philaſtratus in 
his Life of Apollouius among the Miraculous Cures 
which he aſcribes to him, has a particular account of 
a en Man n bad an rn n 0 00 which 
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made him wander from bome, and led him into the Deſo- 0 
late parts of the Country, amidſt deep Vallies and Preci- 
_ pices. Where the Reader may obſerve that the ſame 


Circumſtances are ſaid to have attended this Young 
man, as the Madmen in the Goſpels: And · whatever 


was the Truth ot the Fact reported by Philoſtratus, yet | 


it ſhews both his Opinion that there were Demoniacks 
at that time, and that the Effects of ſuch Poſſeſſion 
were commonly the ſame as the Evangeliſts repreſent 


them. I don't pretend to be able to aſſign the Reaſon 


why God permitted ſuch Inſtances to be ſo. Frequent 
in thoſe Ages; but our Ignorance of the Reaſon is no 
Argument againſt the Fact, which we ſee is confirm d, 
not - by Chriſtian Writers only; but by the Unſuſpected 
Teſtimonies of Jewiſh and . 

cept we knew all the Ends and Deſigns of Providence, 
we can never ſet up for Judges whether the Means it 
makes uſe &f are Wiſe or not: how often do we find 
cur ſclves miſtaking the Wiſdom of even our Neigh- 
bour's Actions, for want of knowing what he has in 


view, and what the Circumſtances of his Affairs con- 


ſider'd all tegether require? And ſhall We object a- 


gainſt things, which we read in the Sacred Writings, 


as Abſurd and Unreaſonable, when we Certainly 

re leſs able to fathom the Vaſt and Comprehenſive 
Vefions of Providence, than we are to pry into our 
Neighbour's Little, Nartow ones? A thouſand things 
may be True, which we can give no Account of, be- 
cauſe we are but Men; if therefore any one ſhould 


ask me, why the Devils, which Feſus ſent out of theſe 
Maden, deſir'd leave to enter into Cattle to their 


Deſtruction, I ſhould perhaps anfwer, that Jeſus, wha 
bzit knew the Nature of ſuch Evil Spirits, has all a- 


long repreſented them to us as delighting in  Miſchict ; 


and theretore it ſeems natural enough, that Beings of 
ſuch a Diſpoſition not e one that Feſus would per- 
mit them to enter into Human Babs for - the 


ſame reaſon that, he was then forcing. them out, ſhoul 
deſire to miſchieve Man as much as 5 could ber 
W * 
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what is always very dear to him, I mean his Proper- 
ty: And if it ſhould be asked again, why they deſir d 


to enter into a Herd of Swine rather into any 
other Herd, I might anſwer that poſſibly no other 
Herd was there, or N reaſonably have thought 
that Feſus was not ſo likely to interpoſe in This Caſe 
as in any other, becauſe the Owners of the Swine were 
juſtly Puniſhable with their Deſtruction. Theſe An- 
ſwers I might perhaps give to ſuch Enquirers; but I 
ſhould think that theſe Anſwers (like their Queſtions) 
were more Curious than Neceſſary, and ſhould not 
think my ſelf bound to prove more than that they are 
Probable: for to all Reaſonable Men it is ſufficient to 
ſhew (as I have done already) that Jeſus having wrought - 
the greateſt of Miracles in raiſing himſelf from the 
Dead, there can be no foundation for doubting of the 
Truth of this Miracle wrought on the Madmen, even 
tho' there were leſs of Light to be drawn from Reaſon 
177 Hiſtory for clearing up the ſeveral Circumſtances 
of it. : a | 

To conclude; having examin'd carefully all the Ob- 


jections which Mr. V. has rais'd againſt theſe two 


Actions of our Saviour, I may venture to ſay that the 
Reader muſt by this time be ſatisfy d of the Weakneſs 
and Unfairneſs of that Author's attempts. Perhaps I may 
ſhew more of them in another Diſcourſe of this na- 
ture: In the mean while I hope that it will ever be 
remembred againſt ſuch Unbelievers, that Things may 

ſeem Difficult to them, only becanſe they are Igno- 


rant; and that there is a Wide Difference between a 


e | Paſlage's not being to be Underſtood, and Their not 


Underſtanding it. 


r N 


